
Interview date: Friday 10 August 2018
Interview time: 11.45am
Location: [Address here]
Interviewee: John Holden, IOSH Sports Grounds Safety Specialist
Interviewer: Sky News presenter (TBC)

Background
The Premier League football season starts on Friday 10 
August 2018, meaning tens of thousands of fans will be 
attending games around the country over the weekend.

Sky News are doing a piece on the threat of terrorism at 
football grounds. With the UK’s terror threat level at severe, 
football stadiums and other sports grounds are seen as a 
possible target, due to large numbers of people in one space.

As part of this, Sky News have asked for an IOSH spokesman 
to speak about what measures can be taken to mitigate 
against this threat. 

Key messages
- With the UK’s terror threat level at severe, the 

public rightly expect a high level of security which is 
commensurate with the risk

- Football stadiums are possible targets, due to large 
numbers of people in one location. Attacks at such 
venues can cause severe disruption

- Sports grounds safety and health professionals, and 
security personnel, liaise with police and counter terror 
specialists to assess possible threats and devise mitigation

- As part of mitigation measures, at grounds around the 
country, there will be bag checks and other security 
measures. Fans are advised to arrive at games in good 
time and to be patient – it’s all down to their safety

- Fans are asked to be vigilant and report anything 
suspicious to police or stewards

- At the same time, fans are also asked – as at airports – 
not to leave any belongings unattended as this can lead 
to false alarms

- Despite this, it is important we don’t cause alarm. We 
want fans to be able to go to games this weekend, and 
throughout the season, and enjoy themselves

 
Possible questions/lines to take
How likely is it that terrorists could target football grounds?
In essence, it’s very likely. Football grounds are places where 
thousands of people are in one spot at the same time, just 
like other entertainment venues or places like airports.

However, we don’t want to cause alarm. We want fans to go 
to matches throughout the season and enjoy themselves.

How do football grounds counteract terrorist threats?
Football grounds, and other sports stadiums, deal with 

a wide variety of risks. Their priority is to ensure that the 
thousands of fans who go to support their team have an 
enjoyable experience and remain safe. 

This includes protecting them from the threat of terrorist 
activity. A great deal of planning goes into protecting fans. 
This involves working with their own safety and health and 
security personnel, and external authorities including police 
and counter terror specialists. 

How do health and safety professionals contribute to counter 
terrorism?
Health and safety professionals play key strategic roles in 
risk management throughout an organisation. They ensure 
people remain healthy and safe – and this includes being safe 
from threats such as those posed by terrorist activities.

Strong risk management around counter terrorism requires a 
joined-up approach from many areas of an organisation, with 
health and safety professionals working closely with security 
personnel and other senior leaders. 

What counter terror measures will fans notice?
They will see visible policing and stewarding. There will also 
be security measures like bag checks in operation. This can 
cause long queues, especially near kick-off times but we 
would ask fans to be patient – it’s being done for their safety.

We also ask fans to arrive at grounds in good time. 

What can the fans themselves do?
Fans do have a responsibility. As in all public locations, we 
ask them to be vigilant. If they spot anyone acting suspicious 
or something that looks suspicious, they should report it to 
their nearest steward or police offi cer, and appropriate action 
will be taken. 

Fans should also avoid causing a false alarm by leaving any 
belongings unattended, just like the reminders people get at 
airports or at train stations. 

Please talk as generally as possible, not referring to specifi c 
organisations or making any criticisms, including blaming any 
organisations/individuals for attacks.

Marcus Boocock, Communications Offi cer, 
IOSH – August 2018
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